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Tim L’Estrange is an international independent arbitrator, mediator and facilitator.   

He is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and a Centre for Effective Dispute Resolution (CEDR, 
London) qualified mediator.   

During 2024-2025 he has conducted an arbitration for SIAC (media and broadcasting); provided an Expert 
Determination (sale of commercial aircraft); advised a Public Company Board in relation to governance and 
regulatory investigations and prosecution; jointly conducted an inquiry into the Arts sector for an entity of 
the Government of Australia (Press Coverage); facilitated resolution of a high net worth family 
intergenerational succession planning and participated on a panel at California Arbitration week on Quantum 
Computing: The Next Legal Frontier Beyond AI with Silicon Valley Arbitration and Mediation Centre (SVAMC) 
and been appointed as an Arbitrator by the Court of Arbitration for Sport (TAS / Cas.) 

He is a former partner of Jones Day and Allens, General Counsel of one of Australia’s major trading banks, 
and Managing Director of that bank in Europe and America.  

In his career of over forty years he represented companies, boards and individuals in some of Australia’s 
highest profile domestic and cross-border corporate legal disputes and regulatory investigations. He 
continues to advise Boards facing challenging legal and reputational challenges. 

After completing his Bachelor of Commerce (Accounting and Financial Management) and Bachelor of Laws 
at the University of New South Wales, he became Associate to Federal Court of Australia Judge the late 
Honourable Justice John Lockhart AO.  

He joined Allen Allen and Hemsley in 1980 (now Allens ) and in 2001, became National Head of Litigation and 
Dispute Resolution and a Board Member of Allens Arthur Robinson (as it then was named). 

In 2003, Tim joined ANZ Banking Group as Group General Counsel and Company Secretary, becoming 
Managing Director for Europe and America in 2007 and finally being appointed as Group General Manager, 
Governance in 2010. In addition to having P&L responsibility for Europe and America when based in London, 
he worked closely with Institutional and Functional heads of the bank and liaised closely with global 
regulators, particularly in the US and UK. His broad in-house experience gives him a unique perspective in 
understanding the operation and culture of global corporations. 

Over his career, Tim acted in significant matters for clients, often in “bet the company” style matters that 
impacted reputations. Those matters covered a range of industries and legal areas including all commercial 

Combining three decades of legal experience with 
two leading global law firms, with a decade of 
experience in a major international bank  

https://creative.gov.au/news-events/news/creative-australia-releases-external-review
https://svamc.org/
http://www.tas-cas.org/
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disputes, particularly in banking and financial services, insolvency, mining and resources, oil and gas, 
maritime, aviation, family office, and sport.  

Tim joined Jones Day in 2013, as a Partner specialising in global dispute and regulatory investigations.   

During his career spanning 12 years with Jones Day, he became the Partner in Charge of both Sydney and 
then the Melbourne offices of the firm.   

Tim was the Honorary Permanent Secretary at the Court of Arbitration for Sport, (CAS) (Oceania Division) 
from 1995 to 2003 and he acted as the Tribunal Secretary in many arbitral hearings over his time with CAS, 
including during the CAS Ad Hoc Panel established for the Sydney Olympics in 2000. He also participated ex 
officio in meetings of the International Counsel of Arbitration for Sport (ICAS) in Lausanne.  

Tim was a Director of the Australian Centre of Commercial Arbitration (ACICA) from 2002 to 2005. 

From 2010-2012 he was a director ANZ Specialist Asset Management Ltd, the trustee of the Energy 
Infrastructure Trust and the Diversified Infrastructure Trust. The former was an open-ended unlisted unit 
trust investing in energy and related utilities and infrastructure assets and the latter also an open-ended 
unlisted unit trust which invested in transportation, waste-water treatment, communications and related 
infrastructure, mining, commodities, health, education and defence assets. 

Tim acted in many of the landmark mediations in Australia, most recently in a claim by parties involved in 
the cancellation of the 2026 Commonwealth Games in Melbourne. 

Tim is now a full-time independent arbitrator and mediator who brings first-hand legal experience from two 
world class law firms together with in-house experience as general counsel and being responsible for a P&L 
in a global bank.  It is this combined experience that has enabled him to establish his arbitrator and mediator 
practice since retiring from full time practice.   

 

NOTABLE CASES  

 
Corporate Insolvency and Bankruptcy 

▪ Australian National Industries (ANI) owned by the late Kerry Packer, a major creditor of Spedley Securities, 
and voluminous litigation that ensued, including claims by the liquidator against ANI for the vicarious 
liability of its nominee directors on the board of Spedley  

▪ The Insurance Commission of Western Australia ("ICWA"), a Western Australian government entity, in 
proceedings commenced in the Supreme Court of Western Australia concerning the distribution to 
creditors of over $1.8 billion in the liquidations of the Bell Group. The Bell Group, better known as the 
corporate empire of Alan Bond, collapsed in the early 1990s, and the insolvency of the Group is one of 
the largest and longest running in Australia involving a multitude of disputes on complex insolvency, 
directors' duties, and tax laws. ICWA was a bondholder of companies in the Bell Group, and was the main 
funder of actions brought by the liquidators against the companies' banks over a period of almost 20 
years. ICWA claimed a significant portion of the funds in liquidation  

The Bell Group Limited (in liquidation) and Bell Group Finance Pty Ltd (in liquidation) (Supreme Court 
of Western Australia) 
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▪ The bankruptcy estate of the late Christopher Skase, founder of the Australian Mirage Resorts, and asset 
tracing through various countries including Switzerland, the Caribbean and Spain. 

Banking and Financial Institutions 

▪ A bank in relation to numerous claims by customers arising from unhedged loans taken out by customers 
in foreign currencies and allegations of negligent advice as to the inherent currency volatility of the loan. 

▪ A bank in relation to breaches of Foreign Exchange Regulations in India. 

▪  A bank in proceedings against the Lloyds Insurance market in relation to a significant fraud perpetrated 
against the bank in India. 

▪ A bank in relation to investigations for breach of US Economic Sanctions by the US Office of Foreign Asset 
Control (OFAC) and settlement of claims. 

▪ A bank in relation to the Hayne Royal Commission into Misconduct in the Banking, Superannuation and 
Financial Services Sector in Australia. 

▪ An organization in relation to bank bill swap rate (BBSW) and anti-competitive conduct prosecution by a 
market regulator. 

▪ A Sovereign Wealth Fund in relation to a market governance issue. 

Breach of Directors and / or Fiduciary Duties  

▪ The board of directors of Hancock Prospecting Pty Ltd (including Mrs Gina Rinehart AO) in defence of 
proceedings in the Supreme Court of New South Wales, commenced by Ms. Bianca Rinehart in her 
capacity as trustee of a trust which holds a beneficial interest in the company. The multi-billion-dollar 
dispute involves allegations of oppression of the minority and breach of directors' and trustee duties. In 
February 2020, the directors and the company successfully obtained orders referring the vast majority of 
the disputes to commercial arbitration.  

Ms. Rinehart as trustee for the Hope Margaret Hancock Trust v. Rinehart & Ors Proceeding Nos. 
2017/86718) 

▪ A director of a casino in relation to Australian state government inquiries into the suitability of the casino 
operator to retain its casino licence and the role and conduct of the board. 

▪ The Chairman of a financial services company in relation to a prosecution by a financial markets regulator 
seeking disqualification of the person as a director in disqualification proceedings brought by the 
Australian Prudential Regulation Authority ("APRA") against directors and senior management of the 
company in the Federal Court of Australia. This was the first major prosecution by APRA in over 10 years, 
the first prosecution by any regulator following the Banking Royal Commission, and a test case for the 
scope of duties of directors and officers of superannuation entities. 

Australian Prudential Regulation Authority v. Kellaher & Ors [2019] FCA 1521 

▪ The Board of Ardent Limited, in a Coronial Inquiry into the death of 4 visitors at a theme park ride at 
Dreamworld Queensland. 

▪ A bank’s CEO, after an announcement by a regulator into breaches of AML / CTF regulations and 
subsequent regulatory inquiries including a United States federal securities class action commenced in 
the District of Oregon against the bank and the CEO alleging AML/CTF failures at the bank 
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Byrne v. Westpac Banking Corporation, et al., No. 3-20-cv-00171 (D. Or.) 

Mining and Resources 

▪ An executive of a mining company, in proceedings brought by regulators in various countries in relation 
to a failure to disclose to the market impaired mining resources in Africa. 

▪ A mining company in relation to its mining operations in Papua New Guinea and joint venture 
arrangements with shareholders and the government. 

▪ A shareholder in relation to a mining joint venture dispute with Chinese shareholders 

▪ A shareholder in relation to a shareholding dispute in relation to a nickel refinery in Paua New Guinea   

Oil and Gas 

• A major oil and gas company in relation to a performance failure of gas processing infrastructure in 
Queensland, Australia 

• The assignee of an Overriding Royalty Interest and rights under New York Law to participate in new 
oil and gas fields in Bass Strait, Australia 

Professional Indemnity 

▪ A global accounting firm in relation to a number of alleged professional misconduct and negligence claims 
in audit and tax matters.  

▪ A global law firm in relation to claims under fidelity and PI cover 

Sport and the Arts 

▪ Mr Viv Richards (now Sir Vivian Richards) retired Antiguan cricketer in relation to defamation and 
commercial IP rights 

▪ An aggrieved party in relation to the award by FIFA of the 2022 Soccer World Cup to Qatar. 

▪ Commercial sponsorship disputes involving swimming, rugby union and horse racing. 

▪ The Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS)  in proceedings where an athlete challenged a CAS award in the 
Supreme Court of New Soth Wales by seeking leave to appeal on a question of law arising out of the 
award (cf Commercial Arbitration Act 1984 s38(4)). The proceedings were removed into the Court of 
Appeal. CAS submitted that the Supreme Court's jurisdiction was precluded by the existence of an 
exclusion agreement within s40 of the Arbitration Act The Court of Appeal held that the Supreme Court's 
jurisdiction to grant leave to appeal under s38(4) of the Commercial Arbitration Act was excluded by an 
"exclusion agreement" operative under s40. The exclusion agreement did not relate to a "domestic 
arbitration agreement" because the agreed juridical "seat" or "place" of arbitration was Switzerland. The 
case discussed the arbitral role of CAS; the concept of the juridical "seat" or "place" of arbitration as 
distinct from the place of hearing of an arbitration; and changing attitudes of the common law towards 
arbitration. 

Angela Raguz v Rebecca Sullivan & Ors [2000] NSWCA 240 (1 September 2000) 

▪ The Board of New South Wales Rugby League in relation to a Governance review. 

▪ The Australian Olympic Committee in relation to establishing the Organising Committee for the Brisbane 
2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
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▪ The Commonwealth Games Australia and another in relation to the cancellation by the State of Victoria 
of the 2026 Commonwealth Games.  

▪ Governance Review for Creative Australia in relation to the selection of an artistic team to represent 
Australia at the Venice Biennale 2026. 

Shipping and Maritime  

▪ COBELFRET (UK) LTD Contractual loss of profits claim by a carrier under contracts with coal producer to 
carry coal from New South Wales to Europe where a supervening statutory order imposed a quota on 
loading of bulk coal. Contracts were not fulfilled, and the carrier claimed for consequential losses 
calculated by reference to theoretical voyages which would have occurred if contract had been fulfilled. 
The supplier claimed force majeure  

COBELFRET (UK) LTD and ANOR v AUSTEN and BUTTA (SALES) PTY LTD SUPREME COURT OF NEW 
SOUTH WALES COURT OF APPEAL (1991) 

▪ A stevedoring company defending a claim for damages arising from the dropping of a crate containing a 
tug engine on to a wharf when the delivery crate was incorrectly slung. 

▪ P &I Club in relation to damage to cargo claims. 

▪ P&I Club in relation to insured’s vessel collision at sea, damages claim, limitation of liability and arrest 
and release of vessel. 

▪ P&I Club in relation to insured’s vessel’s propeller damaged by grounding arising from incorrect berthing 
manoeuvre. 

▪ P&I Club in relation to alleged breach of Safety of Life Convention by a vessel. 

Aviation 

• An airline in relation to an Inquiry into the crash at Sydney Airport of Advance Airlines Flight 4210 in which 
13 people were killed 

• A catering company in relation to significant food poisoning on an international flight from Australia to 
Japan 

• An Expert Determination in relation to the sale of Commercial aircraft and the parties rights to a retention 
sum under the contract for sale.  

 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS  

 
▪ 1978: Bachelor of Commerce (Accounting and Financial Management) and Bachelor of Laws | University 

of New South Wales 

▪ From 1981: Admitted as a Solicitor of the Supreme Court of New South Wales, Supreme Court of Victoria, 
Supreme Court of Queensland, Supreme Court of Western Australia and the High Court of Australia. 

▪ 2000 Institute of Arbitrators and Mediators, Australia (IAMA) Graded Arbitrator 

▪ 2024 Centre for Effective Dispute Resolution, London (CEDR) (2024) 

▪ 2024 Fellow Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (FCIArb) (2024)  
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PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS  

 
▪ Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (FCIArb) 

▪ Court of Arbitration for Sport (TAS /CAS) 

▪ Dubai International Arbitration Centre (DIAC)  

▪ Hong Kong Court of International Arbitration (HKIAC) Panel of Arbitrators for Financial Services Disputes 
(FSD) and List of Arbitrators Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC) Panel of Arbitrators 

▪ London Court of International Arbitration (LCIA) 

▪ Member of the Panel of Recognised Market Experts (P.R.I.M.E.) 

▪ Tashkent International Arbitration Centre (TIAC) 

▪ Thailand Arbitration Centre (THAC) 

▪ Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC) Panel of Arbitrators 

▪ Panel Member, Rugby Australia’s Code of Conduct Committee 

▪ Member and former Director, Australian Centre for Commercial Arbitration (ACICA) 

▪ Former, Honorary Secretary, Maritime Law Association of Australia and New Zealand (NSW Branch) 

▪ Former Honorary Secretary, Insolvency Practitioners Association (NSW Branch) 

 

HONOURS AND DISTINCTIONS  

 
▪ Recognized in Chambers as Tier 1 in Dispute Resolution in Australia 

▪ Recognized in Best Lawyers in Australia (2022-2024) for corporate/governance practice and insolvency 
and reorganization law 

▪ Member of an arbitration team recognized by Global Arbitration Review as one of the leading 
international arbitration law firms in the 2020 edition of the GAR 30 

▪ Recommended in Asia Pacific Legal 500 for dispute resolution and restructuring & insolvency 

 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS  

 
▪ Represented parties in a diverse range of jurisdictions in complex factual political and legal situations. 
▪ Associate to Federal Court Judge the late Honourable Justice J.S. Lockhart AO QC.(1979 -1980) 
▪ Managing Partner of one of Australia’s leading law firms (Allen Allen & Hemsley, now Allens Linklaters) 

(1993-1996) 
▪ Honorary Permanent Secretary Court of Arbitration for Sport, (CAS) (Oceania Division) (1995-2003)  
▪ National Head of Litigation and Dispute Resolution at Allens Arthur Robinson (now Allens Linklaters) 

(2001-2003) 
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▪ Board Member Allens Arthur Robinson (2001-2003)  
▪ Director, Australian Centre of Commercial Arbitration (2002-2005) 
▪ General Counsel and Company Secretary ANZ Bank, one of Australia’s big 4 trading banks (2003-2007) 
▪ Managing Director of ANZ Bank in Europe and America (2007-2010), based in London 
▪ Global Head of Governance, ANZ Bank (2010-2012) 
▪ Deputy President, Melbourne International Festival of the Arts (2010-2012) 
▪ Partner and then Partner-in-Charge of Global Law Firm Jones Day’s Sydney and Melbourne offices (2013-

2024) 
▪ Full time Independent Arbitrator & Mediator (from 1 June 2024) 
▪ Partner, Blackhall & Pearl, Board Advisors 
▪ Member of the independent practice at Newmans Row, Arbitral Chambers, London 

 


